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INTRODUCTION 

 The School Advisory Committee (SAC) at Cayman International School is rep-

resented by CIS parents, faculty and staff who meet periodically throughout 

the school year to discuss a variety of topics and issues regarding all divisions 

of the school. The purpose of the committee is to aid CIS in realizing the 

school’s strategic plan and to enhance communication among constituents. 

Upon conclusion of each SAC meeting, the committee provides a bulletin to 

the school community in an effort to inform and clarify.  

Constructive discussion and additional points of view regarding 
these topics and other issues are welcome. Please talk with a repre-
sentative of the School Advisory Committee to share your input. 
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Thank You 

Thank you to the members of the School Advisory Committee for the efforts put forth in discussing important school 
issues, listening to various perspectives, and working to provide insight to the school community. Participating on 
this committee requires regular attendance at lengthy meetings and time talking with various constituents. We wel-
come new members, Tatum Acutt (Elementary Faculty Representative) and Colin Crumpton (Middle School Faculty 
Representative) to the 2016-17 committee. All of your positive efforts are appreciated. 

 

Issue/question: Were the U9 football tryouts fairly conducted, and what is the CIS sports program 

philosophy?  

 

Information: Several years ago, CIS altered its sports programs, moving from a recreational inclusive approach to 
a competitive philosophy. Parents were informed of the change, and different processes were put in place. Try-outs 
are now held for competitive sports teams, and not every child makes every team that they try-out for. Beyond com-
petitive sports, CIS also provides recreational (non-competitive) sports opportunities as well. At the U9 football try-
outs this fall, some parents and students were not aware of the competitive nature of the try-outs, and CIS did not re-
communicate the philosophy. Some were disappointed about not making the team and questioned the process be-
hind the team selection. The team was not pre-selected in any way. Every child was rated by three different coaches 
on a four-part rubric including technical, tactical, physical and psychological ’points’. In addition, coaches invited 
children to meet with them individually to learn more about why they were not selected for the team, and provided 
them with positive reinforcement and points for improvement. Recreational football will be offered to students in the 
second session of the Elementary After School Activities program. 

 

Issue/question: To what extent is competition a focus in CIS sports, and which sports are being of-

fered? 

 

Information: CIS is a high-quality international school with an American based educational platform. The school 
continues to invest in multiple sports opportunities for students, including a particular focus on sports that are in-
line with this platform. The new Athletic Director and Administration have been making efforts to vertically align 
sports opportunities in Volleyball, Basketball, and Football/Soccer in the Elementary After School Activities program 
with competitive opportunities in the international CAISSA league and the local PSA sports league. CIS also provides 
opportunities for students to participate in multiple other sports (swimming, track, netball, etc.) when there are suf-
ficient numbers of students who are interested. Some students participate in sports such as squash, sailing, rugby, 
cricket, gymnastics, etc., and the school is supportive of their accolades, but the school will not be focusing its efforts 
on these sports.     

 

Issue/question: Are there religious-related constraints regarding music selections for holiday per-

formances? 

 

Information: CIS does not limit the types of songs that can be performed at holiday concerts based on the religious 
background of the song. Songs that are based in Kwanza, Christianity, Judaism and other origins have been played in 
the past and will continue to be part of holiday programs. The music teachers focus on the musical elements and cur-
ricular connections of the songs rather than the religious affiliation. You may hear songs such as ’Silent Night’ and 
’Oh Chanukah’ played/sung in the same program. This practice is consistent with the school’s overarching philoso-
phy.  

 
 

 

TOPICS DISCUSSED 

2 



 

Issue/question: What is the latest update regarding homework policies at CIS? 

 

Information: Administration and teachers have made a concerted effort to ensure relative consistency among 
teachers in each grade level. The CIS Homework Policy has not changed and is available in the Student/Parent 
Handbook. Concerns surrounding homework were discussed in the Quarter 4 SAC Bulletin, so please refer back for 
additional context. There is no simple answer, incontrovertible research, or internationally agreed best practice re-
garding homework; schools and their philosophies vary significantly. CIS is a dynamic school with a progressive ed-
ucational approach, and educators continue to engage in healthy debates and modifications to homework approach-
es that are within the school’s broad policy.       

 

Issue/question: Why are Early Childhood students prevented from using the larger sets of play-

ground equipment?   

 

Information: After recently inquiring and obtaining the specification information, it was determined that the large 
sets of playground equipment were designed for children aged 5 and higher. New signs were made clearly indicating 
that this equipment should only be utilized by children over the age of 5. Our youngest learners may not be able to 
use this equipment, but the Early Childhood courtyard received a significant renovation over the summer, and even 
more additional play equipment is being considered for this wonderful playspace.    

 

Issue/question: How might the IB and Secondary School be introduced to Grade 6 students? 

 

Information:  

There is no doubt that the CIS Secondary School and IB program have reached notable levels of  quality, and IB ex-
ternal examination scores continue to rise (see Annual Report on website) affording scholarships and acceptances to 
high-quality universities around the world. IB is widely accepted as the premier program for US university prepara-
tion, but also consider the following: “According to UK university admissions officers, the IB Diploma Programme 
(DP) provides the best preparation for university for young people in the UK, with 97 percent of admissions offic-
ers scoring the DP four or five out of five, compared to 87 percent being scored similarly for A Levels.” The CIS 
Secondary program is continuous, from Grade 6-12, with the IB program being integrated in Grades 11&12. IB phi-
losophies, Command Terms and other programmatic elements do not begin in Grade 11, they start much earlier with 
some aspects such as the Learner Profile beginning in the Elementary School. CIS educators are continually working 
to vertically align programs, and this is a never-ending process. “IB Night” is a student-driven event and it is hosted 
by the Grade 12 students at the end of each school year. The event is open to the public and we highly encourage all 
students and parents who are interested to attend. CIS will advertise this event at higher levels with the goal to reach 
as many as possible to share the positive outcomes of the Secondary program. Parents make difficult decisions about 
educational placement/opportunities (boarding schools, public, private, religious, home school, etc.) and learning as 
much as possible about the IB and the CIS Secondary program can help to make informed decisions.  

 

Issue/question: Why are Secondary teachers issuing progress reports for C grades? 

 

Information: Progress reports are teacher communications that are issued prior to quarterly report cards for any 
student who is not meeting academic expectations in a particular course. The policy for issuing progress reports has 
not changed. Secondary teachers must provide a progress report for students who are scoring 70% or below in a giv-
en course. In an effort to inform, teachers sometimes provide progress reports to students who are scoring above 
70% as well and may highlight various specific concerns. The added report is up to the teacher’s discretion. If a stu-
dent is earning a final grade of D or lower on a report card, then teachers are required to have contacted parents pri-
or to the report card. 
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Additional Notes:  

 

 Various issues such as the temperature of the locker room showers, missing napkin bins in the newly construct-

ed bathrooms, and other concerns were shared and have been successfully addressed.  

 The “What’s Happening At CIS?” document was shared and discussed as well. There are a tremendous number 

of activities and initiatives occurring at CIS, and this document can help to provide a larger perspective. This 

document is attached along with the Bulletin in case you missed it the first time. 

 One of the best ways to get a sense of the types of teaching and learning that are occurring in CIS classrooms is 

to visit  https://twitter.com/hashtag/cisinspires (#CISinspires on Twitter) as teachers continually post high-

lights on a daily basis.   

 The next SAC meeting will be held on November 17. Please talk with a SAC representative to discuss issues or 

find out more information. We welcome your feedback and input. 

 Phase III of the expansion is complete (parking spaces are cleared) and the new learning spaces are already be-

ing furnished and utilized. The new Band room allows the Choir classes to move from the ARC stage (behind the 

curtain) into the old Band room, and provides more space for the Band and its growing number of instruments 

(including recently purchased steel pans). The new STEAM lab will enhance technology classes, Maker activities, 

robotics and other 21st century learning experiences for students. New iMacs have been added to the lab, as well 

as an additional 3D printer and other tools for innovation and creativity. Many thanks to our partners at Dart 

and to all of the CIS staff who worked diligently to make these spaces a reality. 
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