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School Advisory Committee 

INTRODUCTION 

 The School Advisory Committee (SAC) at Cayman International School is rep-

resented by CIS parents, faculty and staff who meet periodically throughout 

the school year to discuss a variety of topics and issues regarding all divisions 

of the school. The purpose of the committee is to aid CIS in realizing the 

school’s strategic plan and to enhance communication among constituents. 

Upon conclusion of each SAC meeting, the committee provides a bulletin to 

the school community in an effort to inform and clarify.  

Constructive discussion and additional points of view regarding 
these topics and other issues are welcome. Please talk with a repre-
sentative of the School Advisory Committee to share your input. 
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Issue/question: Should CIS utilize instructional time during the regular school day to focus on 

preparation for co-curricular, elementary events such as the spelling bee, sports day, swim meet, 

reading fair, etc. ? 

 

Information: CIS offers numerous opportunities for students to be involved in a variety of co-curricular activities. 
Many of these activities do not involve all students, but are optional opportunities for students to participate in. Time 
during the school day is focused on academic and project-based learning along with multiple special area classes. 
Some time may be spent assisting or guiding students with co-curricular events (spelling bee, swim meets, etc.) but 
this is not the focus of the regular school day. If competitive ranking in an event/activity is important for the student 
or parent, then more preparation for these activities needs to take place outside of school hours with parent facilita-
tion.  

 

Issue/question: Are there any updates regarding potential expansion plans for CIS?  

 

Information: This school year, CIS has participated with Dart personnel and architects in discussing and designing 
potential new facilities that would expand and enhance CIS. Activities have been design-related but the project still 
has challenges to address if it is to become a reality. We are hopeful that new facilities will be developed and CIS can 
emerge as a world-class school of excellence.  

 

Issue/question: What were the results of the CIS Communications survey? 

 

Information: Some results of the CIS communications survey were shared in the Weekly Current as well as the 
State of the School address (open parent meeting) and several other meetings. While survey indicators were highly 
positive regarding school communications, the areas that were highlighted for improvement were the CIS website, 
social media, and potentially creating an app. CIS has been working on renovating the website and a new version will 
launch this summer. We are in talks with multiple app creators as well. In addition, the Weekly Current will receive a 
facelift and will be reorganized in the 2017-18 school year.  

 

Issue/question: How will the new roads impact traffic at CIS? 

 

Information: We are uncertain of the direct impact of CIS traffic flow after the ETH highway expansion has been 
completed, but it is unlikely that there would be any negative impacts. The connector road from the new roundabout 
on the ETH to CIS will not be completed immediately and will not open at the same time as the highway expansion. 
There are other projects, including potential school expansion, that may also affect traffic flow as well. Ultimately, 
after the projects are complete, traffic patterns will be significantly improved for the school.     

 

Issue/question: Why are Parent Conference sign ups on paper rather than online? 

 

Information: CIS continually works to move systems to digital platforms. In the last two years, admissions, re-
enrollment, after-school activities sign-ups and other processes have all moved to digital systems. The CIS office staff 
is currently working on a new system for conference sign-ups that will be digital as well.  

TOPICS  

2 



 

 
 

Issue/question: How are sports programs at CIS evolving? 

 

Information: CIS sports teams have become more competitive in recent years. At the Secondary level, CIS was re-
cently accepted into the CAISSA organization and is participating in  high-level competitive tournaments with other 
quality international schools in the Caribbean and South America. Continual emphasis is being placed on articula-
tion (Elementary through Secondary) and enhancement of sports programs for football, volleyball and basketball. 
Exposure to other sports is also part of CIS programming, but is not the focus of the competitive program. CIS is 
considering working with partners to bring in high-level training/coaches for some programs in the future. As CIS 
sports become more complex and demanding, CIS will also pay some faculty stipends for their added contributions.      

 

 

Issue/question: What will be the major modifications to the Secondary School schedule for next 

school year? 

 

Information: The CIS schedule in the Secondary school will be significantly different in 2017-18. Students will ex-
perience a 6-period day with 58 minute periods, homeroom at the end of the day, and a lunch period that is slightly 
extended by 7 minutes. The major change is that on Wednesday afternoons after lunch, students will be involved in a 
variety of activities such as assemblies, performing arts practices, meetings related to service and club initiatives, as 
well as working with key teachers on remedial and extension opportunities. Multiple sessions will be led by Dr. 
Doug , allowing parents to learn more details and ask questions about the new schedule. 

 

 

Issue/question: What is happening with standards based reporting next year? 

 

Information: Standards based reporting will be implemented in the Elementary School in 2017-18. The system 
provides students and parents with more information about student growth and performance on standards and fo-
cuses on learning rather than simple ambiguous letter grades. Multiple parent sessions have been offered this school 
year to educate parents about standards based grading, and continued opportunities for parents to learn more will 
be available.   

 

 

Additional notes: 

 Robotics  is an exciting STEM elective that will be added to the High School offerings in 2017-18 
 A personalized project-based learning elective will also be part of course offerings next year 
 Middle School students will have more ‘Maker’ experiences in the specials rotation next school year 
 An advanced math articulation of courses will begin next year in the Secondary school so that extremely high 

achieving math students will be well prepared for IB Math HL  
 A revised homework policy will be in place for next school year 
 Elementary and middle school teachers will be trained in Writer’s Workshop from Columbia Teachers College 
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