
 

 
 

12 Fun Summer Learning Activities  

 

Keep READING -Participate in the CIS Summer Reading Challenge. If you are  traveling or staying 
on island, check out EPIC for an unlimited digital library and reading challenges or Raz-kids for 
‘just right’ books. Read in different places or create a cozy reading nook.  

 

Family book club - If you’re travelling or staying on island this is an easy and great way to inspire 
a love and joy for reading. http://www.readbrightly.com/how-to-start-family-book-club/ 

 

Become an author - Encourage your child to write  and illustrate stories or fact books by having 
fun paper, pens, craft items available. Or use Storybird to write a digital online story. 

 

Keep a daily journal - Have your child write a journal or blog about their summer experiences 
using Kidblog, Weebly or blogger.   

 

Summer documentary - Have your child document his/her amazing summer adventures through 
digital video and photographs then create a summer showcase as a keepsake on imovie,  30 hands 
or My Wonderful Days app.  

 

Back to Basics - Practice math facts and concepts with fun educational games and apps like 
xtramath or khan academy. 

 

‘Stuffy’ on Vacation - For younger children, have them bring a stuffed animal and a companion 
journal on vacation. Your child can illustrate, write or take pictures of adventures they go on in a 
fun way! They can even read to their ‘stuffy’ to build reading fluency and engagement. 

 

Family Games Night –  Playing math or word games with your child can build on foundational 
skills and foster learning. Some games to consider are  Scrabble, Boggle, Apple to Apple, Bingo, 
Dominoes, Cards, Monopoly, etc. 

 

Summer STEAM projects- Have fun investigating and creating STEAM projects.  

 

Visit a public library or museum - The learning opportunities are endless! 

 

Trip planner - Have your child plan your family holiday or day-trip by using maps, brochures, 
Google Earth, travel guides, reviews, etc. You could even give your child a budget to stay within.  

 

Learn online – There are a wide range of fantastic and free resources for just about every type of learner. 
Some of the most popular games that encourage creativity for younger children include drawing game 
SketchUp ,  building online with Lego Digital Designer or creating a digital flip book with FlipSnack . 

https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.readbrightly.com/how-to-start-family-book-club/
https://storybird.com/
https://kidblog.org/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://www.blogger.com/about/?r=2
http://30hands.com/
http://hahaint.com/mywdays/
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.makeandtakes.com/summer-steam-projects
http://sketchup.google.com/
http://ldd.lego.com/
http://www.flipsnack.com/


 

 
Summer Reading List 2018 
To help prevent summer slide and add new titles to your home bookshelves here are some highly 
recommended books from the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC).   

Kindergarten - Grade 2  

After the Fall  by Dan Santat 

 

The Bad Seed by Jory John 

 

Beastly Verse by various 
authors 

 

This is My Dollhouse by 
Giselle Potter  

 

Big Cat, Little Cat by Elisha 
Cooper 

  

Blue Sky, White Stars by 
Sarvinder Naberhaus 

  

The book of Mistakes by 
Corinna Luyken 

  

Strictly No Elephants by 
Lisa Mantchev 

  

Flowers are Calling by Rita 
Gray  

 

Fly Guy Presents: Castles 
by Todd Arnold  

 

Freedom in Congo Square 
by Carole Boston  

 

Robinson by Peter Sis 

  

Get a Hit, Mo by David A. 
Adler 

  

Good Night Planet by 
Liniers  

  

Hank’s Big Day: The Story 
of a Bug by Evan Kuhlman  

 

What Do You Do With a 
Problem? By Kobi Yamada 

  

Jabari Jumps by Gala 
Cornwall  

 

Little Elliot, Big Fun by 
Mike Curato  

 

Marta! Big & Small by Jen 
Arena  

 

A Piece of Home by Jeri 
Watts 

 

My Awesome Summer by P. 
Mantis  

 

My Beautiful Birds by Suzanne 
Del Rizzo  

 

The Night Gardener by 
Terry and Eric Fan 

 

Now by Antoinette Portis  

 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2018-summer-reading-list


 

 

Grade 3-5  

Ape and Armadillo Take Over 
the World by Jame Sturm 

  

Almost Paradise by 
Corabel Shofner  

 

Charlie & Mouse by 
Laurel Snyder  

  

Real Friends by Shannon 
Hale  

 

Wishtree by Katherine 
Applegate 

  

Cucumber Quest: The 
Doughnut Kingdom by 

Gigi D.G 

  

Flying Lessons & Other 
Stories Edited by Ellen 

Oh 

 

Secret Coders by Gene 
Luen Yang  

 

Grand Canyon by Jason Chin   

  

Hamster Princess: Harriet 
the Invincible by Ursula 

Vernon 

  

Hello, Universe by Erin 
Entrada Kelly  

 

Mighty Jack and the 
Goblin King by Ben Hatke  

 

Her Right Foot by Dave 
Eggers 

  

Juana and Lucas by Juana 
Medina  

 

The Jumbies by Tracey 
Baptiste  

 

Older than Dirt: A Wild 
But True History of the 

Earth by Don Brown 

 

Just Dance by Patricia 
MacLachlan  

 

Lemons by Melissa Savage 

 

Lights, Camera, Middle 
School by Jennifer L. 

Holm 

 

Out of Wonder by Kwame 
Alexander  

 
 

Lola Levine is Not Mean! By 
Monica Brown 

 

Makoons by Louise 
Erdrich  

 

Me & Marvin Gardens by 
Amy Sarig King  

 

A Wrinkle in Time by 
Madeleine L’Engle 

 



 

 

CIS Teacher’s Favorite Childhood Books  
Checkout some amazing book recommendations for your very own CIS teachers. Don’t miss out on 
reading and enjoying some of your teacher’s favorite books this summer!  

Grades K-2   Grades 3-5 

 

 
 

 

 

*Many of the above authors have written numerous children’s books, if you have read the ones 
listed, be adventurous and try another! 

 



 

Summer Reading Tips: 

● Read daily - Make time for reading this summer by 
reading to or with your child.  

● Dive into a book series - There are so many wonderful 
series that can hook your young reader from Ivy & 
Bean to Amulet. Check-out Common Sense Media for 
more recommendations.  

● Honor your child’s interest - And remember graphic 
novels/comics still count as reading! 

● Talk about what your child is reading - Ask your child 
about the books they are reading. What they liked or 
didn’t like? What character they would like to be 
friends with? What they learned? Also, you can connect 
online book chats with real authors.  

● Listen to audiobooks - Listening to books and stories while travelling is an excellent to engage 
your child in a new joy for reading, whilst building fluency.  

● Connect books to summer activities and travel - Make reading relevant to experiences or 
interested. This will build your child’s knowledge and vocabulary, while making experiences more 
meaningful. 

● Be a reading role model - Let your child see you read newspapers, shopping lists, food labels, 
eBooks, books, recipes, etc.  

 
Learning with Technology  

Take learning with you this summer. By using educational apps and programs you can help foster your 
child’s learning throughout your travels and excursions. You can access many of these educational 
resources through our CIS library portal on the Cayman International School website or download them 
to your personal device.  

Pebble Go  
Username: cayman 
Password: school 

Flipster Magazines 
Username:cayman 
Password:school  

Raz Kids  Xtra Math 

BrainPOP 
Username: caymanis 
Password: brainpop  

Tumble Books  
Username: cayman 
Password: books 

Newslea 
Khan 

Academy 

Scholastic Go 
Username: Student1 
Password: Welcome1 

Spelling City  Epic  Spelling Monster  

 

Have a safe and happy summer!  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-book-series
https://www.caymaninternationalschool.org/learning/library
https://www.pebblego.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&custid=ns081259&db=eon&profile=eon
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://newsela.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://slz01.scholasticlearningzone.com/slz-portal/#/login3/CYMYQKT
https://www.spellingcity.com/
https://www.getepic.com/
http://spellingmonster.com/

